SHIPMATES

Reardon Smith Seafarer’s Newsletter

Issue No.26 March 2003.

It is 81 years since the name “WELSH CITY?” first appeared in
the R.S.L. fleet lists. This issue is dedicated to the four ships
which bore the name, all of which were registered in Bideford,

Devon.

S.S. “Welsh Citv™(1) Gross Tons 6.303.

Built to the order of the St Just Steamship Co, Ltd ( R.S.L.) by Ropner
Shipbuilding and Repairing Company Ltd of Stockton. After successful trials she was
delivered to owners in 1922 and entered a fleet of 39 vessels engaged in world wide
tramping. During 1928 the Company was restyled as the Reardon Smith Line Ltd. She
served in the fleet for 16 years after which she was sold to G.N.Stathatos of Greece and
was renamed “Maria Stathatos. In April of 1941 she became a war causality, sunk at
Miles by enemy air attack.

During her service in the R.S L. fleet she was to be frequently found loading in
British Columbian waters. The photograph below was taken in Vancouver, B.C. on the
16" March 1930 by Mr. N. Gidney
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Mr. John Reardon-Smith kindly submitted the performance records of the
S.S.*Welsh City” (1), which one of his relatives held.

Date. Passage Light (Inc. Days on Average Average

Part loaded) Passage Daily. Daily Cons.

or Loaded. Daily Cons. Speed Coal &/or

Oil  Tons

Jan.1922 Tvne/Bahia Blanca Light 27 1030K 34.0 Coal (Tyne)
April 1922 Santos/ Cape Henry Light 17 11.95K 33.8 Coal (Welsh)
May 1922 New York/Port Arthur Loaded 7 11.00K 37.0 Coal (USA)
June 1922 Port Arthur/Manila Loaded 46 10.00K 25.0 Oil Fuel

M.V. “Welsh City”(2) Gross Tons 8.136.

This vessel was the last of four almost identical sister ships built for the Reardon
Smith Line by William Doxford and Sons, Ltd. at their Pallion Yard in Sunderland, two
were delivered in 1955 and the remainder in 1956. The first to be delivered was the open
shelter deck “Victoria City” the remainder were delivered as closed shelter deck vessels.
The first two did not have the advantage of a jumbo derrick, however on the second two
a jumbo derrick was fitted so enhancing their appeal to liner companies if they required
to Time Charter a vessel.

The main engine was a four cylinder opposed piston Doxford giving a service
speed of 13 knots on a consumption of IFO 12 tons plus Diesel 1 tons per 24 hours. All
engine and deck auxiliaries were electric.

The accommodation for the officers and apprentices was of a superior standard,
each cabin having en-suite facilities. The accommodation for the Indian crew was also of
a high standard.

She served RSL for 12 years during which time she was regularly employed on
time charter to various liner companies to whom she proved to be popular. When not so
employed she served in world wide tramping, principally to the far east.

In 1968 she was sold to Cypriot interests. Her final voyage was in April 1979
when she arrived at Whampoa for breaking up.

Please see page 6 for more on “ Welsh City” (2)

M.V. “Welsh City” (3) Gross Tons 10.790.

In 1967 an order was placed by the Reardon Smith Line with Upper Clyde
Shipbuilders, Ltd., (Govan Division) Glasgow, for the building of two tween deck multi
purpose cargo vessels with machinery and all accommodation aft. The vessels to have the
capacity for handling heavy cargo and with special provision and equipment for the
stowage of 20 foot and 40 foot containers on and below deck The tween decks to be
flush to facilitate fork lift operations with steel hydraulically operated hatch covers. The
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first of which, to be named “Welsh City™, to be delivered in 1968 and the second to be
delivered in 1969,

The propulsion was by a pair of recently developed medium speed Ruston AQ
engines driving a central shaft to give a service speed of 16 knots on a consumption of 30
tons of [FO (1200 secs.) plus about 2 tons Diesel for the Diesel Generators. Alternatively,
vessel could run on one engine at a speed of 12 knots. All auxiliaries were electric.

The cargo handling gear consisted of ten conventional derricks of 5/1 OTons
serving holds Nos.1 to 5; four 22 Ton Valle derricks serving holds Nos. 2,3,4 & Sanda
heavy lift derrick of 50 Tons at No.4

The accommodation for officers and ratings, was excellent. All officers enjoying
en-suite facilities.

In service and under sea conditions it was unfortunately found that the Ruston
engines fitted were extremely heavy on lubricating oils and also needed an inordinate
amount of maintenance by the engineering staff C onsequently, the vessel often had to
run on one engine whilst the engineers performed maintenance on the other. One must
praise the RSL engineers who served aboard the “Welsh City” and her sister ship for their
dedication and professionalism in their endeavors to overcome the difficulties
experienced with these new engines and make them successful.

However, in due course the RSL Management, guided by the RSL Technical
department, decided that it would be prudent to re-engine the vessels. The chosen
replacement engines being Pielstick engines. This major engineering took place in Aioi,
Japan in the early summer of 1973 under the watchful eye of RSL engineer
superintendents.

The “Welsh City” and her sister ship the * Cornish City”was to remain in the
company in profitable employment for a further 4 years when they were sold to
Panamanian interests and renamed “Jade Star” and “Neptune Star”. The latter was still
trading in 1997,

Please see page 7 for more on M.V. “Welsh City” (3)

M.V.Welsh City”(4) Gross Tons 39

To be reported on in the next issue of “SHIPMATES”

OJL.

I had to leave the "AVILA STAR" after taking a wecks leave o cure an attack of
Dhobi itch caused by Stewards not washing my overalls correctly {leaving soft soap),
and having to report to the Shipping Office in Livernool.

ini in i - the "N ectmincter ity"
On that day I was told to join a ship in harhour called the "New st.m...‘.m.. City",
and I remember sitting in the Pilot boat alongside what T would have called a real

§ ; : S : B e

rust bucked, expecting a new ship, and being told "laok lively Sir! this is vour ~!;_zp !
was unpleasantly surprised as 4th engineer by the very different ccnd!!z(}ns in the
accommodation and mess room compared to the saloon and zecommodation in the

p—

arger refrigerator ships.

i se v i e 13 de when camnared tna
The Engineers themselves were very diffe-ent, rough diamonds when compared 1o
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MY SECOND TRIP ON "NEW WESTMINSTER CITY"
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half cwt) | smashed several of the pump crankcases to flood the engine room. We
on

1 1 ~
is "demolition". Sometime afterwards I heard that t
n
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Bear Hotel", with a 7 foot tall stuffed bea
for us all, trying to explain the circumstances and after
nd a carafe of water! They were not very welcoming but they seemed impervious to

in any form, and for all I know they had very little to give. I think they would
have treated the Germans as well,

"~

After sorting ourselves out and knowing that it would be some time before we could
get home groups of us were given comfort and every help f

Murmansk, whatever nationality. Every kindness. I well remember the s
me a cabin and the crew who were Chinese, - the steward who knocked on my door
each morning with a big smile and welcome "Wakey, Wakey, Blekfast".

Eventually all the Officers were put aboard the "River Afton" and the firemen and
crew taken on the "Empire Cowper” and the "Harpalion". After enduring the same
problems every day on the way home with constant air attacks we arrived safely in
Loch Ewe N W Scotland. I believe that the other two ships with our crew aboard did

not get safely home!

We were delighted to get on "terra firma" and were taken on a small coach with a
motor cyclist outrider for safety through countryside to the commencement of a small
narrow gauge railway at "Auchna sheen" before reaching civilisation at Inverness, then
London, and finally home to Birmingham.

My brother and I were both safe, and after my marriage in May and a short survivors
leave we joined the "Leeds City", still with the Reardon Smith Line !

After the ship was bombed in Murmansk, the Admirality sent my mother and father a
cable "THE SHIP ON WHICH YOUR SONS ARE SERVING HAS BREEN IN
ENEMY ACTION AND THERE IS NO FURTHER NEWS!

Luckily after a few days I discovered a barbers shop and he sent a cable saying

"BOTH SAFE" for 3 cigaretts. Nothing ever further from the Admiralty.

Stanley is an Alderman and he also holds the M.B.E.

The "Shipmates Newsletter Team" wish to thank the members
who sent Christmas Cards and for the kind messages.
"Shipmates" is still short of short stories and we would be grateful

if you could sit down and write a page to go in the newsletter.

@ s..
Gdiior.



when he attended the vessel at San Pedro, U.S.A. to supervise the re
Radio from vessel Tuckerton.revd. on am 27th June. (From Welsh City via ship Tuckerton)
MAIN CRANKSHAFT FRACTURED WAY OF NUMBER TWO MAIN BEARING THROUGH NUMBER ONE UNIT
AFT SIDE ROD WEB FRACTURED OPEM 1-% INCHES STOP POSITION 0946N 9146W EXAMINATION FURTHER.
Radio from Master. Portishead. revd. am 27th. June. FUTHER EXAMINATION REVEALS FRACTURE
EXTENDS TO WITHIN 3 INCHES OF FULL WIDTH OF AFTER FACE OF WEB COMPLETELY THROUGH WEB AND
4 INCHES DIAGONALLY INTO CRANKPIN STOP CRANK PIN SET UP OVER FRACTURE CONSIDER TEMPARY
REPAIRS NOT POSSIBLE THRU UNABLE TO USE ENGINE.

Wireless message from Vessel Portishead.revd. pm 27th June.

3PM 27TH ;- 10.20N 92.07S SET 322 DRIFT 39 MILES IN 24 HOURS

Wireless message to Master. sent am 28th June:
HAVE ARRANGED TUG SEARANGER SANFRANCISCO PROCEED IMMEDIATLY.
Wireless message to Master sent nm 29th Tune.

NAME MAIN BEARING AFFECTED AND CONFIRM DAMAGE HERE CONFINED TO STUDS AND NUTS STOP WILL
APRECIATE ALL POSSIBLE EFFORTS YOUR REMOVAL DETUNER AND NUMBER ONE ENGINE PARTS STOP

SUGGEST YOU CONTACT STARCRESNT THRU INTERMEDIARY SHIP OR COAST STATION.
Wireless to Master sent nm 30th June.
INSTRUCTED STARCRESCENT TAKE YOU TO SANPEDRO WHERE SUPERINTENDENT THOMPSON ATTENDING

Radio from vessel.Portishead. recd. am 1st Julv. REFERENCE SANPEDRO REPAIR PORT SUMMER MARKS

WILL APPLY BLADINGS HAVE ENDORSED TRANSHIPMENT NOT PERMITTED PLEASE ADVISE

Wireless to Master, sent am 3rd July. CONFIRM YOU IN CONTACT STARCRESENT

Radio from Master. Portishead recd. pm Sth Julv. CONTACT MADE VIA 10OSANGFI ESKOK OUR
POSITION GIVEN DAILY STOP STARCRESEBNT ONLY HAD R/T HE ALSO INFORMS UNABLE DF ANY HOMING
SIGNALS ON OUR FREQUENCY STOP INDICATES ETA EARLY WEDNESDAY,

Radic from vessel portishead recd. pm Sth July,
STARCRESENT ARRIVED 0045 GMT FIFTH POSITION 11.33N 94.59W ON TOW 0100
Cable to Master 8.7.61 ADVISE PROGRESS ENGINE PARTS DISMANTLEED AND BOILER CONSUMPTION
USING EVAPORATOR FOR DAILY REQUIREMENTS STOP ADVISE POSITION DAILY
Radio from Master Portishead. red pm 9th Julv. NUMBER ONE ENGINE PISTON SIDE ROD BEARINGS
AND WATER SERVICE OUT LINER READY FOR LIFTING STOP ALL PIPEWORK WAY NUMBER ONE AND TWO
ENGINES REMOVED DETURNER SLACKED OFF HELD IN PLACE FORWARD HALF CAMSHAFT REMOVED STOP
NOW WORKING NOMBER TWO PISTONS STOP BOILER CONSUMPTION ONEPOINTONE TONS POSITION 1900
EIGHT 1834 10417 TOWAGE PRECEEDING SMOUTHLY.

On arrival the Bethelhem Steel Compan

, carried out repairs. In the UK.
Doxford Engines men worked out calculation i i i
ft

n ¢

s e t this was found in good order.
main journal was dressed up bearings were remetalled and crankshaft realigned
i esentative satisfaction, who was in attendence. The

scavange air trunk, air to the start valve, fuel oil, and lubricating oil supply for the No.
! cylinder were blanked off. The vessel sailed from San Pedro on 27th July, Mr.
\lll

s with her to UK., The" Welsh City" ran on 3 cylinders speed 10
knots on 7.5 tons/day, engine 72 RPM. She called Honolulu for bunkers, then to
Yokohama and Kobe to discharge the cargo. Went to Australia, loaded a cargo

rain, called Cape Town for bunkers, on to Belfast and London to discharge cargo.
Then to Greenwells Drydock, Sunderland arriving 15th Dec. to fit the new crankshaft.




developments. Ruston & Hornsby Ltd,, of Lincoln, was one of the companies that
had support from the MOD and then the Ministry of Technology to developing a two
stroke diesel engine called the "AQ Engine" which would produce sufficient horse
power suitable ffdriving large ships. The two main men who designed and developed
the Ruston AO engine were Dr. Watson (later to become Managing Director of
Ruston Diesels) n

a
two day visit to Ruston & Hornsby Engine Works, Lincoln, to see the test engine a 4
cylinder AO on test. Also to see the the cylinders opened out, to view the condition
of the cylinder heads, liners and pistons etc., after the engine had been on an
endurance test. When the engine was running it was noisy, and there were all sorts of
wires and cables leading from the probes and sensors attached to en
panel, it was like a patient in the intensive care unit in a hospital. It was also
demonstrated how easy and fast the engine cylinder could be o
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Production of the AO engines was started and the first two engines off the
production line were fitted in "Welsh City". The two 9 cylinder engines, bore 362
m.m. were to produce 4,500 Brake Horsepower each, when the engines were running
at 450 revolutions per minute, giving a total of 9000 BH.P.. A "Metalflex" flexible
coupling was fitted between the engine drive shafts and the German made Renk gear
box. There was a hydraulic operated clutch for each engine drive shaft contained
inside the gearbox consisting of carbon steel plates and the discs were bronzed
friction lined. The main shaft thrust block was also contained in t h
engine had three Brown Boveri turbocharges one blower to supply three
The propeller shaft turned at 93 R.P.M. when the engines ran at 450 R.R.

There are many Engineer members of "Shipmates” who worked on the AQ
t | i

engines and they can tell better stories about them than I can. When the vessel wag in
Japan or the United Kingdom a Superintendent Engineer was usually in attendance

a a
A squad of Ruston and Hornsby men worked on the vessel when in ihe U.K.. Tokai
Marine Engineers fitters from Kobe worked on the engines
Japan. These squads worked all h e i i
liners, over hauling pistons to keep the engines going. |
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Reardon Smith Line Engineers, for all the
am to run the engines. Dr. Harry Watson
bargn 11th January 1998 at the age of 68.
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arth Shipping Co..
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. Cony of Reference, Hugh Hogarth. s

~

I certify that Mr William Reardon Smith was exclusively in
my emplovment from March 1878 until March 1896 in the different

capacities and vessels as underncted:-—
Date foining

Vessel, G R Tonnage. Capacity. March -
Bark, "Mary Hogartn" 625 Chief Officer March 1878
. "Cyprus* 520 " June 1879
" "Drumadoon" 900 X June 1880
" u " Masgter Sept 1881
Ship. "Machrihanish" 1758 . ® 1883
Bark. "Ochtertyren 1354 . July 1885
S.S. "Bsron Douglas® 2700 n June 1890
S.S. "Baron Elebank" 1772 " Octr 1892
S.S. "Baron Belhaven" 2356 " " 1894

During the gbove eighteen years in my service Captain Smith
has had a very varied experience and has had unusual opportunities
of acquiring a thorough knowledge of the vartous features of a ship-—
masters duties. He his of strictly trustworthy and sober habits,

a very carefull & capable shipmaster and possesses ¥een Business
ability.
(sgd)‘Hugh Hogarth.

Managing Owner.
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Mr John Reardon Smith has kindlv submitted the following statement that was written
hv one of the Reardon Smith @ine office staff when thp r\_f: was at Mprﬂ'nrr Houge

L Laas UL L SR As e S TYaawoas i U avas s L

v ice
in 1923, The statement has been retyped F

SRS VSN v

known as Sir W R, Smith & Sons Ltd and had their office at Merthyr
l'\

Houge, t, Cardiff {second floor)

The Directors were: - Sir W R, Smuth, Rart, Mr Willie Smith, Mr Douglas Smith, Mr
A J Popham (Secretary), Mr W G Liley (Superintendent) and Mr D A Low (Stores).
The last three named all married daughters of Sir William. Mr Liley and Mr Low
were previously in New York and South Africa respectively

Mr Dug was the driving force as unfortunately Mr Willie suffered from ill health and
spent the greater part of the winter in Switzerland.

Sir William lived in Cornborough, Ty Gwyn Rd and also had a bungalow of the same
name in Porthcawl. Mr Willie lived 1in Barry, Mr Dug and Mr Popham in Ty Draw
Rd but I forget where Mr Liley and Mr Low lived

Mr Dug’s principal assistant was Bertie Dyer and also in his room was Frank Ward. |
think Miss Joyce Gedrych was his secretary. Miss Shilson was secretary to Sir William
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Minnie Niblett (sister of Joe) and Phyllis Evans were the Cashiers

Freda Sage was telephone operator - there were three lines 5117/8/9 and later on
i e to London office which was in Billiter St and under the charge

1e bigg as
Henry Wilkins who was quite portly and wore a winged collar and bow tie. He had a
cigarette holder (we were a!!vwed 1o smoke after 530 pm, office hours were 9 to 6).

the staff in accounts consisted of:

ative of Sir W!ll!nrﬂ and who came from Appledore).
Re Rande!! whose sister married Mr Dug,
Spe mer Kemp, who did the "Portage Bills"
W C Pimm
C J Bass
? Jones (he was known as Pan Yan for he was always in such a pickle!)
Reg Watkins
Fred Ward (brother of Frank)
Jimmy James
Mvcelf
Later were joine
who came from San F.anczsc,,.
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and Leslie Howells and then by Douglas Stuart
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There was an office in San Francisco in charge of J C Moore.
ur Agents in Liverpool were A Coker & Co., in Glasgow, Hogarth; Newcastle F C

I
rick, Genoe Hanry Coe & Clerici; South Africa, Parry, Leon & Hayhoe; South
America, Strauss or whoever the charteres demanded; Japan Mitsui Bishe, Shoj
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favourite one being of course coal
r to the Pacific Ocean,
s a e was developed between Vancouver and

the UK/Cont. Some ships were on Time Charter and Sir W R S & Sons had n o
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S.S. "*Vernon City"

In the June 2002 issue No. 23 of "Shipmates" was Captain Louttit’s report of
the sinking of the S.S."Vernon" which was sunk by one torpedo from U boat 172 in
the South Atlantic on 28th June 1943. To remind you of the report I quote a part of
Captain Malcolm Louttit’s report Paragraph 7 and Paragraph 17 about the survivors
in the lifeboat which read:-

I impressed upon my crew that if the submarine came along they were to say that
the Captain had gone down with the ship. Within a few minutes the submarine
surfaced on the starboard side of the ship and closed my lifeboat. We were
addressed by what appeared to be the 2nd in Command, who spoke to us in perfect
English, and asked for the Captain. My crew, in a very convincing manner, s
that he had gone down with the ship. At this, the German Officer asked for one of
the sailors to go on board. Cadet ¥ i itti h
bow of the boat, immediately volunteered and was pulled on board. There were two
ratings standing on deck, one with a Tommy Gun. The fo i

- g
Q
-
(4]
o

owing conversation took
place:-

German Officer Are you English or American?
Cadet Hodges English
German Officer What was the name of your Ship?
Cadet Hodges "Santa Clara Valley" (a ship that was sunk a little

while back helanoine ta the came comnanv)

hile back belonging to the same com pany)

German Officer What was your cargo?
Cadet Hodges Coal and Coke
German Officer Where did you come from?
Cadet Hodges The North East Coast of England.
German Officer Newcastle? Where were you bound.
Cadet Hodges Round the Cape Horn to the West Coast of South
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New Members,

Roy Burston has introduced Ken Colvin from Cardiff to "Shipmates" Mr.Colvin

n electrician with the Reardon Smith Line in the early days sailing with Captain
Brice Thomas, Captain Doughty and Captain Ginger Harries. He knew and worked
with Willy Speight who was the Electrical Superintendent who died in 1968, Ken was

-
2
n

o

! out a letter written on Saturday 12 April 1958 by Mr. Tom Watson
Technical Director to Superintendent Arthur Thompsen who was attending the
M.V."Welsh City" (2) at Glasgow, two paragraphs reads:-

(33

garding Electrician K.P. Colvin, we understand that winches will not
be worked in Glasgow and, therefore , Mr.Colvin would like leave from
Glasgow to rejoin at Birkenhead. We leave you to arrange this. Meantime, Mr.Colvin
has asked if there is an increase in his salary on account of vessel carrying a Second
Electrican. We shall be glad if you will advise Mr. Colvin that the "Welsh City" is a
single handed and Mr.Hurford is only there for the voyage for the purpose of gaining

(=0

sea experience and his presence will not make her a two handed vessel.
We note that he has so far been paid at the Third Year (maximum) rate

for a single handed ship, namely, £52. 3. 6. per month. We has now established
himself with us and we are quite prepared for him to come on our own scale which

a
will give him £53. 17. 6. per month, as from the commencement of the fofth —
coming voyage and his wages will be increases to £55. 17. 6 once he has a total of six

years sea service. Will you please advise him of this, also advise Captain B.D.Thomas,
so that he can adjust his wages in the Articles."

John Reardon Smith has introduced Peter McKenna from Relfast to
"Shipmates" as a Christmas present. Peter and John sailed together on the "King
City" in 1958 and they met up again, in February 2002, after 43 years.

Mike Barrall has returned to become a member of "Shipmates". Mike lives in
Newport, Gwent, and is an independent Surveyor and is kept very busy attending
ships in the South Wales area.

Chief Engineer Tony Edwards from Blackwood, Gwent, is back withc(.a‘fgain, he
used to visit Tim Lawson Office, regularly when he was alive and was a member of
"Shipmates”, but lost touch after Tim’s death. He is working as Chief Engineer for
The Great Fleet.

We welcome aboard David Wedlake who lives in Bristol. David was a
Reardon Smith Line Engineer Apprentices rising through the ranks and was Chief

Engineer in the company

Malcom Bennington has written to say that any shipmates who wishes to can contact
him at :- 28 Murry Avenue, Newhaven, FEast Sussex, BNO OSF,
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The Meovicai {oapeciinn

At the recent reunion, I think one of the most frequent phrases I heard used was “Do
you remember that time when...?” Ian Stutt reminded me of one such occasion
aboard the TMM vessel “Elena”

Things never went quite as one was brought up to expect when serving aboard the
Mexican ships; not least, from a Masters point of view, in having agents respond to
the normal requests of ships’ business. We had sailed from Yokohama, with the usual
mixture of general cargo, bound for Ensenada. Of late, that had proved to be one of
the more organised ports since “Pancho”, the agent , had recently moved there from
Tampico, where many of us had appreciated his efforts at “getting things done™.

During the ocean passage, the Chief Engineer suffered an injury to his hand that
would require medical attention on arrival. Soon afterwards, three of the deck crew
started to exhibit signs of jaundice, and they too would require attention.

So, along with the 48 hour eta cable to the agency at Ensenada, I included the
necessary cash required, the attendance of the ships chandler etc and added that the
Chief Engineer would require hospital treatment and that I also had on board three
cases of Hepatitis.

I was somewhat surprised on arrival to find that “Pancho™ had moved back to the east
coast and that his place had been taken by a lady agent who had transferred to
Ensenada from Mazatlan. Along with her assistant, they entered my cabin with the
usual entourage of port officials. They both looked a little apprehensive, but it was the
assistant who soon said to me “Captain, we have the money you requested, the
Chandler will be aboard soon, and the ambulance is at the gangway for the Chief
Engineer. But we have a big problem. We have been through all the manifests many
times but we cannot fine the 3 cases of Hepatitis for Ensenada™!! ¢~
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wife Jeanette and her family.

o
i3
-
0

3
¥
0
3
=4
e
o

.
wn
0
ot
-
i
)
(v
I
-
(@]



